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Good morning.  We continue in our reflection of the Christmas story given to us in the Gospel of 

Matthew.  This morning we continue to reflect on the approach of the Magi, the wise men who 

came to worship Jesus. 

 

That word worship is key to the portion of Scripture that is before us this morning.  The word 

worship occurs three times here in this account in Matthew Chapter 2 and Verses 1 through 12.  

This is absolutely at the center of what we are taking in as we see worship overflowing from the 

hearts of the wise men, these visitors from the east, who are presented to us in this text. 

 

I pray that as we see their expressions of praise given to King Jesus, by the Spirit, similar 

expressions of worship will be filling up our hearts and our lives as we see the same Spirit that 

was at work among them being at work in our lives as well. 

 

Let’s take in the account in Matthew Chapter 2 and Verses 1 through 12:   

 
1
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 

behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 
2
saying, “Where is he who has 

been born king of the Jews?  For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.”  
3
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him; 
4
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, 

he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.  
5
They told him, “In 

Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: 

 
6
 ‘“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 
7
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time 

the star had appeared.  
8
And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too 

may come and worship him.”  
9
After listening to the king, they went on their way.  

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came 

to rest over the place where the child was.  
10

When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy.  
11

And going into the house, they saw the child with 

Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.  Then, opening their 

treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.   
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12
And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 

country by another way. 

 

Here we have a portrait of Christmas worship set before us in the Gospel of Matthew.  As I look 

upon these Magi, these wise men from the east, I think that they are like optimal New Testament 

worshipers. 

 

We see them before us, and I don’t know if there is a more worthy picture of genuine praise and 

worship to be found in the pages of the New Testament, save the portraits of praise and worship 

that we find in the book of Revelation, where we have the saints in Heaven worshiping the 

Triune God in His very Throne Room. 

 

What we see here is a beautiful picture.  This gives us a portrait of how it looks when Christ is 

rightly praised by His people.  In Chapter 1 of the Gospel of Matthew we learn how it is that we 

can worship Jesus; why we can worship this God-man without committing blasphemy, because 

He is the God-man.    

 

In Chapter 1 of Matthew we learned why we can worship Jesus.  In Chapter 2 we have the 

picture of how He is rightly worshiped.   

 

You will recall that we learned two weeks ago in Chapter 1 that the Angel Gabriel approached 

Joseph and assured him about the virgin birth.  In that portion of Scripture, we learned two 

names of the Messiah.  First we learned that He is Immanuel.  That name means that He is God 

with us.  That is God with us in the human race, as a human being; being one essence with God 

the Father and God the Spirit. 

 

God the Son is Immanuel.  The Son of God who is divine, permanently added human body and 

soul to His everlasting experience.  Christ Jesus is what some call theanthropon—God and man 

brought together in one.  Jesus is God incarnate.  He is God in human flesh.  That is why we can 

say I worship Jesus without committing blasphemy because He is God as a man.  He is 

Immanuel, so we can worship Him. 

 

Not only is His name Immanuel, but His name is also Jesus—Yashua which means Yahweh 

Saves.  In Christ we have God entering into humanity as a human on this wonderful mission to 

save His people from their sin.  As God, Jesus is able to provide a sacrifice that is infinite. 

 

As man, Jesus is able to come and stand in our stead.  He came into this world to shed His blood 

to wash our sin away.  Jesus took the wrath that ought to have been poured out on us for our sin.  

This is why Jesus ought to be worshiped!  That is laid out for us in Matthew Chapter 1.   

 

Last week we also talked about what the Magi must have known coming into this context, based 

on the prophecies of one of their predecessors, a Jew named Daniel; that He is a divine King who 

entered into human history; who is the Eternal Rock of salvation; who is going to bring a 

decisive end to all the fallen human governments of this earth as He established His Kingdom 

that is going to expand and grow and increase; a Kingdom of holiness and purity and light that is 

going to last forever.  This is why we worship Jesus.   
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Here with the Magi we have a beautiful picture of how it looks when we worship Jesus.  I would 

like for us to consider three aspects of the Magi’s praise of the King.  I pray that this is 

reproduced by the Spirit in our lives as well. 

 

Let’s see three aspects of worship laid out for us here in this text in the example of the Magi.  

The first aspect is this: 

 

1. There is effusive joy (2:9-10) 

 

Do you see the joy that the Magi had here in this text?  It says in Verse 10 that when the star 

reappeared to them and they realized that they were going to be brought into the direct presence 

of the toddler, supernatural human King 

 
10

… they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
 

That is a beautiful sentence.  They rejoiced exceedingly with great joy!  That is what you would 

call a quadruple helping of joy.  It is one thing to say that they rejoiced.  It is another thing to say 

that they rejoiced exceedingly.  It is still another thing to say that they rejoiced exceedingly with 

joy. 

 

But this verse says that they rejoiced exceedingly with mega joy—great joy!  Their hearts were 

exploding with joy.  I think the Holy Spirit was baptizing them with Pentecost Day kind of joy.  

It is a beautiful picture! 

 

Leon Morris in his commentary on Matthew said what I thought was brilliant.  He said, 

“Matthew’s expression indicates that when they saw the star again, they were more than just 

mildly pleased.  Deliriously happy may be an overstatement, but it was something like that.”  I 

thought that was a wonderful couple of sentences.   

 

Last week I was talking to you about the way that the Magi have been depicted through the 

centuries.  We talked about how we might adjust our nativity Scenes to rightly depict the biblical 

presentation of the Magi.  We talked about how instead of just having three Magi, we should 

have a whole tribe of them.   

 

And instead of having them at the stable and bowing at the manger, to be chronological 

according to what happened with the shepherds, we should probably have them out in the 

backyard and noticing a star in sky and following it. 

 

In all of the nativity presentations that I have seen, the Magi appear to be very solemn men.  

They are so proper and so dignified, and without a doubt they were men of reverence.  While 

they carried dignity about them, I think if you want a proper and accurate depiction of the 

nativity scene, you need to have them with huge smiles on their faces and tears streaming from 

their eyes as they realize the One that they are in the presence of. 
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I have not seen a nativity like that yet.  I know that we have some artists in our midst.  If you 

need some inspiration and would like to paint a portrait of the nativity scene, please let me see it 

with the happy Magi, not quite deliriously happy but something like being filled with joy.  Even 

with Herod breathing down their necks, they were filled with joy because of the One that they 

were in the presence of. 

 

Forget about what is depicted in the nativity scene, what about the church of Jesus Christ in the 

year of our Lord 2020?  Are we going to let the circumstances diminish our joy as we worship 

Christ at Christmas?  For this preacher it is not, I can tell you that.  I am going continue with a 

happy heart that is given to me by the Spirit. 

 

Brothers and sisters, if we can just have the slightest understanding of the peril that Jesus has 

delivered us from in taking upon Himself the judgment and the wrath that is deserving of 

rebellious sinners, and if we can have a taste of the Kingdom that He has secured our place in, 

and if we can know the glory of the everlasting reign that we are going to be a part of, I think 

there is going to be the joy of the Lord filling our hearts, even as we are sobered by the 

fallenness and the darkness that is around us in this world. 

 

There is joy in the Lord!  The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience and the rest.  Joy is 

in the midst of it.  I pray that as we continue into 2021 and until Jesus comes back that whatever 

saddens us by this world, we will be a people set a part and unique in the joy that the Holy Spirit 

is producing in us. 

 

Not only is there effusive joy, but we also see from these men that: 

 

2. There is deep humility (2:11) 

 

We see this presented for us as well.  It says that when the Magi came into His presence, they fell 

down and worshiped Him.  They fell down!  They were down on their knees.  Here we have 

these wise, learned, wealthy men of consequence perhaps even on their faces before the Lord. 

 

By their posture they were saying, You are high and we are lowly by comparison.  In their joy 

they fell in humility, knowing that they were in the presence of one to elevate and lift up.  

Humility came of these men when they realized that they were in the presence of one who had 

power they did not possess. 

 

The Magi were in the presence of one who could destroy powers and strongholds that they could 

not.  They were in the presence of one who performs the work of salvation for us.  We humble 

ourselves before the Lord Jesus; before Yahweh Saves; before Immanuel, knowing that He is the 

one who has saved us, first by His active obedience by fulfilling all righteousness for us that He 

gives as a gift by grace through faith. 

 

Jesus saves us with the power that He had to live out the Law of the Lord in active obedience.  

He also saves us by His passive obedience; how the judgment deserving of sin was released on 

Him.   
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We humble ourselves before Christ, knowing that He does the heavy lifting.  He does all the 

lifting!  We humble ourselves before Jesus, knowing that He is the one who alleviates crushing 

burdens, and who delivers us.  He is the one who has strength to accomplish the wonders of His 

saving grace.   

 

As we contemplate the salvation that we have been graced with, not only will there be joy but 

there will also be humility.  Brothers and sisters, make no mistake about it.  These things come 

with contemplation and meditation on the truths of God.  We are transformed by the renewing of 

our minds. 

 

So if we are neglecting the study and the contemplation of the Word of God, we are not going to 

have the joy we would otherwise have.  And we are not going to have the humble reverence that 

we should have.  This comes as we are chewing on living truths from God.  You can believe that 

being led by one of their predecessors Daniel, the Magi were doing just that. 

 

There is happy humility.  Finally, what else do we see here.  We see effusive joy, deep humility, 

and we see: 

 

3. There is lavish generosity (2:11) 

 

Then out of their joyful hearts, the Magi gave gifts worthy of a king because they knew that this 

Child and His Kingdom was greater than life itself.  So they brought gifts of gold and 

frankincense and myrrh.   

 

I look forward to being here together on Christmas Eve when we go into the consideration of 

how rich the symbolism of those gifts are.  Christ is King and He is Priest and He is a priest who 

does not sacrifice a lamb.  He is a priest who is the Lamb.  And these things are captured in this 

imagery.   

 

When our hearts are filled with worship, it is going to affect not only our hearts, but also our 

hands.  When our hearts are filled with the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit, we are not 

going to be like Herod who was gripping on to his power and his possessions with a vice grip.  

We are not going to have hands that grip, grip, grip. 

 

Rather, we are going to have hands that give, give, give.  The Magi are exemplary in that.  Did 

you know that giving is at the heart and essence of the Christian faith?  What would you say is 

the most famous verse in the Bible?  Would anybody agree with me that it is probably John 

3:16? 

 
16

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son 

 

He gave!  When we are filled with the presence of the only begotten Son and when He has 

begotten our hearts, He is going to help us to be those who give.  Give what?  Give finances.  

Give gifts.  Give grace.  Give the benefit of the doubt.  Give acts of service.  Give forgiveness.  

You give.  You give time. 
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The generosity of heart begins to manifest itself in so many different way when our hearts are 

filled with the worship of the King.  Who are you giving to this Christmas?  Of course, we are 

giving to our closest loved ones.  Are you giving to anyone else?  Hallelujah, there are going to 

be some gifts given out this week to the local homeless and to Doors of Hope.  Gifts are going to 

be given and praise the Lord for that.   

 

What other gifts is the Lord prompting you to give for the sake of living in accordance with the 

Kingdom of the Messiah?  Part of worship is generosity.  Our hearts love to give.  When the 

Spirit is filling us, we don’t reluctantly give.  God loves a cheerful giver as recorded in II 

Corinthians 9! 

 

But my flesh makes me a stingy giver, if I am a giver at all.  I need Jesus to change me.  When 

the Spirit is filling our lives He changes us, and makes it so that we are cheerful givers because 

we see the good that generosity does in the lives of others.  Are you giving?  We give to the 

Lord. 

 

These are three aspects of worship that we see here in this portion of Scripture.  There is more in 

the theology of worship that is given to us throughout the pages of Scripture.  But as we are 

given over as living sacrifices as our spiritual act of worship based on the saving grace in our 

lives, this is what it looks like.  We say, Lord, fill my heart with worship. 

 

Now, as we wind this down, this year there has been a whole lot of interest in a star.  Has 

anybody else notice that?  There is a lot of interest because tomorrow night we are told that there 

is going to be an astronomical event.   

 

Tomorrow I understand just after sunset there is going to be an alignment of planets.  Jupiter and 

Saturn, their courses are going cross so that they kind of look like a double planet that will 

produce a flair of light. 

 

Brothers and sisters, that is going to be glorious.  That is going to be wonderful.  Looking 

throughout the pages of Scripture, you will find that it says to look to the heavens.  Look to the 

skies above and realize that you know the One who has spread out the stars; who calls them by 

name. 

 

We don’t spend nearly enough time thinking about how infinity is put on display above us in the 

universe above, and that God knows every star by name.  So, yes the alignment of Saturn and 

Jupiter is going to be glorious, and it is going to speak to us about the majesty and the power of 

the Lord. 

 

However, the question is:  Is that the Christmas Star?  A lot of people are calling it the Christmas 

Star because it is happening so close to Christmas.  The big question on some people’s mind is:  

Is what is happening tomorrow night a repeat performance of something that we see in Matthew 

Chapter 2? 
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In his commentary, D.A. Carson gave the best layout of all of the different options, trying to 

explain what was going on with that star.  What was it?  So there are both natural and 

supernatural explanations, realizing that God presides over the natural every bit as much as He 

does the supernatural. 

 

The natural being His hand of providence and how the universe is functioning.  Then the 

supernatural being His intrusion into these processes with what we would call special 

occurrences of miracles. 

 

But what was going on with the star in the Gospel of Matthew?  What was it?  Some people will 

say that it was a comet streaking through the sky.  Some people say, starting with Kepler back in 

the 1600s, that star was actually an alignment of at least two planets, or many more, that 

happened very close to the time that we understand Christ was born. 

 

Kepler was the first man to say this.  Then I watched a documentary on YouTube, where a man 

gave a really, really convincing case saying there was an alignment of planets and that is very 

likely what these Magi saw.  That interpretation is out there and there are a lot of people thinking 

that what is happening tomorrow night is a repeat performance. 

 

Then there are others who will say that it is more of a supernatural event.  Angels are called 

morning stars in Scripture.  All those angels appeared to the shepherds at the birth of Christ.  

How do we know that this wasn’t just an angel that manifested itself, and turning on the lights?   

 

In my mind, the most convincing explanation of this star is that it was somehow some kind of 

manifestation of the Shakina Glory of the Living God.  If you look back in the book of Exodus 

into the time of the wilderness travels of Israel, the Lord led and guided the Israelites with a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 

 

My understanding of what went on in Matthew, Chapter 2 is that the appearance of this star was 

a singular miracle, not be repeated.  The wonder of the moment being signified by God, that His 

Son is born into the world by the manifestation of luminous light that appeared to the Magi. 

 

That star is interesting because it had strange behaviors.  It manifested itself.  The Magi were 

then guided by it.  That star had localized movement that guided the Magi to the right place.  

Then the star literally stood over the place where the Christ was. 

 

I think this is a picture of the Shakina Glory of the Lord leading the Magi.  You might even say 

that just as it appeared as a star to them, it was of astronomical importance that the Magi got 

there to worship King Jesus. 

 

While my take is that the star and its movement and its behavior was a miracle that was unique 

to the experience of the Magi in pointing out where Christ was, the miracle of their worship is 

something that is to be repeated over and over and over again as the Spirit of God fills human 

hearts with praise to King Jesus. 
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As interesting as that star is, let’s beware of the ever encroaching mentality for the marginal and 

let’s look at what the focal point of it all was.  The star was not the spotlight.  The star was there 

to give spotlight to the One that was the focal point, and that is Christ.  The even greater miracle 

of this Toddler, is that you have God here in humanity.   

 

Going back to Verse 2, we have the only recorded words of the Magi.  Surely they had more to 

say.  Surely there was much more in their interaction, but this is all that we have on record.  And 

what words to be remembered by!   

 
2
… “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews?  For we saw his star when it 

rose and have come to worship him.” 

 

Where is Jesus?  I pray that is what we ask every time we approach the gathering of the saints for 

worship together.  Where is Jesus?  Is He going to be in the spotlight?  We have come to worship 

Him.   

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 


